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        AUTUMN 2011
Dear Friends of Oxted One World Group,

Welcome to our autumn newsletter with news of our fundraising activities (pages 2-3), and some of the projects that the Group has supported (pages 4-7).

The group continues to flourish with membership remaining at about 460 households. 
Membership of the committee continues to change -- in March the committee was delighted to welcome Rebecca Karanja  as a member to replace Judith Eiloart who had resigned earlier. Rebecca comes with much experience of life in Africa, especially in Kenya where she has set up a project to help unemployed youths. Celia Butler who has served indefatigably on the Committee for many years and who has taken a leading part in helping to organise the Silent Auction as well as organising the raffle at the Open Gardens event has announced that she will be stepping down from the committee at the AGM. We are grateful that Celia has promised to continue to help at various events. 

Fund-raising continues to go from strength to strength. The committee is grateful to all those who have helped in any way at the recent fund-raising events and to all those who have donated money. All money received from donations as well as from fund-raising activities, goes directly to one of the OWG projects with no deductions made. Before donating any money to a project the OWG committee makes careful checks to ensure that the finances of the project are sound and that the money will be used properly. Membership subscriptions cover any administrative costs.
COMING EVENTS TO BE ORGANISED BY OWG

HURST GREEN FAIR --  Bottle Stall – 17th September,  2011
If you have your newsletter delivered by hand a committee member will be calling on you shortly to ask if you would be kind enough to donate a bottle for this event. If however you receive your newsletter by post but would like to donate a bottle we would be grateful if you could take it along to Maureen and Keith Mayers, Priest Hill Lodge, High Street, Limpsfield (Tel No. 723398), by 14th September. (Priest Hill Lodge is accessed via the driveway which runs beside the Memorial Stores). Last year the stall raised £682 for the Group with further money being raised from some of the better quality bottles of wine at the Silent Auction. 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 4th November 2011, 8.00PM, United Reformed Church, Bluehouse Lane, Oxted
Please note that this is a change of date from the one originally given
The first part of the meeting will give members the chance to hear about the projects supported and the fund-raising activities of the Group over the past year, ask questions about the work of the Group and meet the committee members.  Following this there will be a talk by Patricia Parker MBE,  who set up the Kids for Kids Charity which works particularly in the Darfur region of western Sudan. OWG has supported this charity several times since November 2002 by sending money for the purchase of goats and for health care projects.    
After  the talk  refreshments will be served and there will be the  chance to buy Traidcraft products (all of which directly benefit producers in the developing countries), as well as Christmas cards and wrapping paper (with the profit on these going to OWG funds).  
STREET COLLECTION –3rd December 2011  in Oxted.
This is an important way of raising our profile within the general community of Oxted and district as well as being a good opportunity to collect money. Help with

collecting is required.  Please volunteer to  David Steele (712527), if you would be willing to stand for an hour with a collecting tin. 

PAST EVENTS AND FUND-RAISING
SILENT AUCTION – 12th  March 2011, St. Peter’s Hall, Limpsfield

This was as usual a very popular, enjoyable and successful  evening with 150 people attending. The tickets were sold out very quickly and we are aware that once again there were many disappointed customers. There were 175 ‘Lots’ on offer including holidays, a narrow boat trip on the River Wey, a famous murder trials evening and a conducted early morning bird walk The Lots also included several services and goods from local businesses and eating establishments. We are very grateful that these concerns felt able to support us and would ask that you try and give them your custom. They included :--   Bletchingly Golf Club,   Chris Evans, Senior Professional, Tandridge Golf Club, Limpsfield Book Shop        

Fox and Hounds, Tilburstow Hill,          Riemans Total Vehicle Solutions,              Royal Oak, Staffhurst Wood,  The Bell, Godstone  and   Turnstyles (hairdressers)   

As a result of everyone’s generosity  the event raised £6,333, an increase over last year’s total helped by the addition of a bar selling drinks.  

POORMAN LUNCH 2nd April, 2011. 
Following a frugal meal of rice and dahl nearly 40 people listened to a talk by Nektarios Moraitis about the work of the Learning Planet Charity. Nektarios, a qualified engineer, had worked as a volunteer on one of their projects in Nepal and gave an interesting talk about the plans to provide educational facilities for poor Nepalese children living in remote communities.  As a result of the lunch a profit of £191  was made for OWG funds. 
OPEN GARDENS – 30th   May 2011, 2.00pm – 6.00pm.

Thankfully this year the weather started off  fine and stayed dry until about 5.30pm, at which point most people had been able to complete their tours of the gardens.  Over 700 people enjoyed looking at six  very different and interesting gardens in the Limpsfield, Limpsfield Chart and Hurst Green areas As a result the record amount of £5,254 was raised from the day, including £536 from plant sales, £832 from refreshments and £280 from a raffle held at one of the gardens. The committee is very grateful to all those who helped on the day, whether by standing outside to man the gates or supervise parking or by helping to serve refreshments. Particular thanks are due to the owners who were prepared to open up their gardens – it involves a lot of preparatory work as well as clearing up afterwards.  If anyone would like to open their garden next year or knows of someone who might, the Secretary or Chairman of the Group would be very pleased to hear from them. 
SUPPORT FROM CHURCHES, SCHOOLS, LOCAL CLUBS AND URBAN AID
Support from local schools, clubs  and churches is invaluable as not only do they provide funds but they also help enormously with publicity of OWG’s events. Urban Aid’s support has also been invaluable over the years– through it OWG has been able to fund several major projects, providing medical facilities in urban areas of Africa. Earlier in the year Urban Aid donated a further £1,250. 
PROJECTS SUPPORTED
GHANA  EDUCATION  PROJECT, (GEP),  NKWANTA, GHANA
This project aims to raise the standard of education, particularly for girls, in a very backward area of northern Ghana where 50% of the children do not attend school and where there are cultural pressures on girls to marry at a young age. OWG first supported GEP in September 2009 by sending £2,500 to cover the cost of a generator for a girls school so that electricity supplies would become regular and supported it again through the 2010 Christmas Appeal. This raised  £7,610 which is being used to fund floors, doors and windows as well as furniture for three classrooms in a new school. News has been received that work on the new building (which is huge by Nkwanta standards), is progressing well and that a toilet block has been completed and the foundations laid for a teachers’ accommodation block. Funding for teachers has been organised so that as soon as the building has been completed the school can open. It’s hoped that the school will draw in pupils from areas around Nkwanta and that it will give opportunities to truly needy but promising students. Plans already exist to expand the school when funds allow to take in older pupils. The vision is that girls from this deprived area can attend a well resourced school with committed teachers and facilities such as science, ICT and technology blocks so that they can obtain good results.  
ROTANA’S CLINIC, PNOMH PENH, CAMBODIA

This clinic was set up by Rotana Reach, a qualified nurse. She runs the clinic in a very poor part of Pnomh Penh at her own expense. Rotana teaches basic hygiene at the clinic as well as providing medicines, food and basic school equipment for the children and paying the rent on the building. The clinic is visited regularly by the boss of one of our members. OWG agreed in May that £1,000 should be sent to help with the running costs of the clinic.

VILLAGE SCHOOL, KAWERLA,  MALI

Kawerla is a community of 8 farming hamlets with a population of 5,225, mostly young people relying on subsistence farming and small trading. The community lacks a decent school and the nearest one is 10 kms away along a road that is often impassable during the rainy season. There are at least 400 children not attending school and the level of education is only 5%, low even by Mali national standards which is one of the lowest in the world. The project aims to build a school of three classrooms with a latrine block so that 200 children  will be able to access primary education. The cost of the project was estimated at £13,000 and OWG promised to send money to help when most of the money had been raised. The Australian Embassy in Ghana has promised to fund the building of the block so OWG has now agreed to send £3,000 to cover the cost of the carpentry work. The school will give catch – up classes in writing, reading and mathematics to the least able as well as giving lessons on STD’s and AIDS and a Parents Association will be started. It is hoped that the level of education should increase to 54% of the local population and that this will mean there should be less exploitation of children. 

PROMISE NEPAL LEPROSY PROJECT, LALGADH, NEPAL
Leprosy starts by damaging the smaller nerves that control feeling on the skin’s surface. This will cause loss of feeling on patches of the skin. If left untreated leprosy will go on to damage the peripheral nerves of hands and feet and will cause a shortening of the digits leading to clawing of hands and feet, making it very difficult for them to be used properly. This means that sufferers will be stigmatised and disabled and unable to lead normal lives unless corrective surgery is performed. Our Chairman Geoffrey has been in touch with Dr Donald Sammut, a hand surgeon who goes out to the project each year to train doctors in hand surgery. Dr Sammut listed various pieces of surgical equipment that were needed at Lalgadh to enable corrective surgery to take  place. In May this year OWG promised to send £2,500 to fund the purchase of this surgical equipment to facilitate surgery that will help undo the damage that leprosy has done to sufferers and enable them to work and lead a normal life. 

JOINT EFFORTS FOR RURAL WOMEN (JERUDE), BUSHYENI, UGANDA

In May 2009 OWG sent £1,200 to Jerude to enable the women to buy 200 chickens, chicken huts, feed troughs and drinkers, chicken feed, drugs and vaccines, a water tank and two dogs for security, to set up a poultry rearing project. A friend of OWG visited the project and reported that it was very well run by a very motivated group of women.  Egg sales are doing well and the women in the project are now hoping to expand and become more efficient. They want to buy more chickens, feed and drugs and vaccines etc., as well as buying a computer and desks. The women have raised £700 themselves to help with the costs and in May OWG agreed to send £2,200 to help fund the expansion costs.
ROJO ROJO ORPHANAGE, KILIFI, KENYA 
An orphanage is being built by Joseph Ndaa  on land that he has himself donated. Joseph sold his cows to fund the building of the orphanage which will cater for children whose parents have died of AIDS. At the moment the unfinished orphanage is being used as a fee paying school to fund the orphans who are living in Joseph’s house. The teaching is being done by Joseph’s daughter who is a qualified teacher. A new kitchen was needed for the orphanage in order to comply with Kenyan building regulations and in May OWG agreed to send £2,000 to pay for this. The project is also being supported by Ide Hill Primary School whose headteacher lives in Oxted.
BALIMTAR EARLY LEARNING CENTRE, DHAWA, NEPAL

Balimtar is a very poor remote community in Nepal which had a very dilapidated nursery school where 50 children aged 3-5 were being taught in appalling conditions. The charity Learning Planet which was set up and is run by Justin Wickham, son of an OWG member wished to replace this with a modern building and started fund raising for it at the end of last year. The building has been designed for free by Architecture for Humanity and total costs were estimated at £15,000. Of this £5,350 had already been raised, with more promises in the pipeline by January when OWG sent £1,000 to the project to  help with their costs. The costs were based on members of the charity and other skilled volunteers working unpaid, with villagers providing some of their own free time and many materials sourced at site. Fair wages and prices for local non-resident craftsmen and goods were also included. Unfortunately in June the charity learnt that one of its regular reliable sponsors had failed to raise the money they had promised so OWG sent £2,000 to help cover the cost of the shortfall so that the project wouldn’t have to grind to a halt. News has now been received that the building is progressing despite abnormally heavy monsoon rains making the use of machinery impossible, necessitating the need for more digging by hand. 
DEAF CONNECTIONS, NORTH WESTERN UGANDA
This international NGO provides education for deaf people in the world’s poorest communities by funding qualified deaf teachers. Adam Fielder, the brother of one of our members, leads the project in Uganda and recently spoke  to some of the OWG committee about  its work. Adam has created a picture sign language for the deaf people of the area to enable them to communicate so that they feel less isolated and able to participate more fully in community life, including sport and other social activities.  He has also trained groups of people to go out and help deaf people by providing sign language workshops, vocational training and sports coaching. So far 12 trained people have been sent out into the local area and from Northern Uganda trained people have been sent into 6 countries. It costs £250 to train a group of people to help the deaf. In July 2011 OWG agreed to send a further £1,000 to the project to enable the work to continue.     
AFRICA MECHANICS, KIBERA, NAIROBI, KENYA

This project was started in 2007 by Rebecca Karanja who is now on the OWG committee. It gives skills training to unemployed youth in Kibera, a slum area of Nairobi. As car ownership in Kenya increases there is a need for motor mechanics. So far 30 boys from the slum area have been trained as mechanics which means that they can be gainfully employed rather than loitering about in the slum. In May 2011, OWG agreed to send £1,000 to the project to fund the registration of 10 more boys for the Kenya Grade Test and to pay for their driving lessons so that they can become qualified mechanics. 

GENESIS SCHOOL, KISUMU, KENYA
OWG has been supporting this project which gives free education and food to very poor children since 1999. It recently suffered a severe storm disaster which ruined two classrooms and left only two standing. OWG has been promised a donation of £5,000 for Genesis and has promised to add a further £2,000 so that two solid brick classrooms  can be built above flood level. The school currently has 10 voluntary teachers and 180 children.

. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS. These are due at the AGM in November. They remain at £5.00 per person. Please use the form on the enclosed AGM notice for paying subs. and forward the money to our treasurer, Anna Burrage, or give it to any committee member or bring it to the AGM.
DONATIONS are always welcome and are a way of increasing the number of projects (such as those described in this newsletter), that we can support. They can be added to the subs. and sent to the Treasurer. 
JUSTTEXTGIVING Thanks to Vodafone’s partnership with JustGiving it is now possible to donate money to OWG just by sending a text message. Simply type in the code OWGO11 followed by the amount you wish to donate and send it to 70070.  

GIFT AID – The GIFT AID scheme offers a great opportunity to increase voluntary giving. If you pay tax please sign the declaration on the Subs. Form. The scheme can apply to annual subscriptions, donations, money collected in personal tins and appeals such as the Christmas Appeal. On all of these a further                 25%  can be claimed back for OWG from the Government. OWG has recently received a tax refund of £3,620. The scheme does not apply to tickets for events such as the Open Gardens.
BEQUESTS – Have you considered writing a bequest to the OWG in your will? In previous years the group has been fortunate to receive some bequests to help swell funds. We have also received donations in memory of people who have died, where the relatives preferred this to money being spent on flowers.

TINS FOR LOOSE CHANGE. These provide a good source of regular income – last year it was the fantastic amount of £822. If you do not have a tin, particularly new members, or if your tin is full, please contact a member of the committee. 

NEW FUND RAISING IDEAS are always welcome.
